Man Given Probation in $1 Million Drug Case | NBC Dallas-Fort Worth 2/17/10 9:10 AM

REGISTER | LOG IN SEND US STORY TIPS:

S BFW

I SEVERE WEATHER ALERT |

33 °F  DALLAS, TX

HIGH: 54i LOW: 35;

{{ SEE TRAFFIC ON YOUR ROUTE )

Search

What to Watch: Wednesday Olympics Updated Feb 16,2010

Man Given Probation in $1 %
Million Drug Case 100 Hotspot to go.

Connect five employees
Judge says sentence was "balancing act.” simultaneously to the Internet
at amazing 4G speeds.

By SCOTT GORDON

Overdrive™ 3G/4G
Updated 10:56 PM CST, Wed, Feb 25, 2009 % Mobile Hotspot
BUZZ UP! TWITTER FACEBOOK O Get if now *

4G available in select arcas,

G Replay

O%

0%

2 of 15
NancyBauman | Feb 12 at 5:40 PM
0%
0%
[ Select z
Laura Parker thought the beautiful snowfall
was the perfect opportunity to “trash the
Tarrant County Sheriff Dept. 0 COMMENTS dress" after our November wedding. She was

A Fort Worth man who pleaded guilty in a $1 million drug bust was I SHARE | 100%

sentenced to 10 years probation Friday, sparking outrage among narcotics
agents.

"That's incredible," said Robert Almonte, executive director of the Texas
Narcotics Officers Association. "That's not even a slap on the wrist."

But Tarrant County District Judge George Gallagher said the sentence was
a "balancing act."

Evidence indicated Luis Perez, 27, lived in a house where drugs were
stashed and knew they were there, but his cousin owned and dealt the
drugs, Gallagher said.
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The charges stem from a raid in April 2005 in Haltom City .

An informant had told police that Perez's cousin, Raul Ramirez, was
selling large amounts of drugs. Agents set up a sting and had the
informant call Ramirez to buy some, court records said.

When Ramirez was arrested on his way to meet the informant, he
admitted he stashed drugs in Perez' house, which was across the street,
police reports said.

Officers searched Perez's house and found 11 kilos of cocaine and
methamphetimine, worth an estimated $1 million, and $189,000 in cash,
police said. Some of the drugs were hidden in a kitchen cabinet.

It was one of the biggest drug seizures in Fort Worth in recent years,
police said.

"We consider that a major trafficker," Almonte said.

In a federal court, Ramirez was sentenced to 15 years in federal
prison. Federal prosecutors did not accept Perez's case.

Perez, a father of four, has had a steady job working on a sanitation truck
and has complied with his probation, the judge said.

"My first thought was that's a lot of dope," Gallagher said. "But Ramirez
was the main guy. Then, you've got a guy (Perez) who has no priors of any
kind, and for two years he was absolutely clean.”

Court-ordered drug tests were all negative, and Ramirez wore an
electronic ankle monitor and obeyed curfew, Gallagher said.

At sentencing, friends and family packed the courtroom, all prepared to
testify in support of Perez, Gallagher said.

Prosecutors recommended a minimum 10-year sentence, but Gallagher
said probation allows him to monitor Perez and give him an even harsher
sentence if he gets in trouble again.

"That was a balancing act | did," the judge said. "I want to watch him
for 10 years, and if he messes up, | can sentence him to life. | would
rather have the hammer over his head if he messes up."

Fort Worth police investigated the case with the Tarrant County Narcotics
Unit.

"We always hope for the punishment to meet the criminal act," said Lt.
Paul Henderson. "This case is a little disappointing. But you win some and
you lose some, and we move on."

Prosecutor Charlie Brandenberg said he is not critical of the judge's
decision but sounded less than pleased.

"That's the judge's call," he said. "It is what it is."

Perez could not be reached for comment. His attorney, Martin Lenoir, did
not return repeated phone calls.
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